
 NEWSLETTER          

Training in 2010 

Instructors wanted, courses available 
 
Hereôs your chance to increase your skills, get 
qualified and help the club continue to improve 
and attract new members. 
 
We will hold an RYA Dinghy Instructorôs course 
in 2010 so if youôre interested, contact Peter 
Dewhurst for details.  
 
To be an instructor you will also need the  
RYA Powerboat Level 2 certificate. Peter Nor-
cliffe and Alan Dawson are holding a Powerboat 
Course on dates to be announced, but before 
sailing restarts at Burwain in 2010.   
 
This gives you the opportunity to learn good pow-
erboat skills and even members with long experi-
ence of our safety boats will learn from it. Itôs not 
just open to wannabe Dinghy Instructors so if you 
fancy it speak to Peter or Alan. 

BURWAIN REPLUGGED 
British Waterways complete on schedule 

Just add water 

Our friends at BW have confirmed all work is now completed, the 
new valves are in place and closed.  We now wait for the Foulridge 
climate to do its bit and dump loads of wet stuff back in. History 
shows this should not be a problem and the latest report indicates 
levels are already rising.   
 
All being well, sailing will restart at Burwain on 7 February 2010 with 
the first race in the Brass Monkey Series.  

So farewell then, Rishton Res. 

When Joy Elvy and Peter Dewhurst (Commodore 
and her valet) first visited East Lancs Sailing Club in 
early summer, it was the first step in what proved to 
be a great solution to our problem. 
After the briefest of negotiations (money changed 
hands, but they would have had us for nowt) we 
were invited to share their sailing waters to carry on 
with our summer programme.  
 
This was in contrast to our approach to another local club who made 
it clear, in the nicest possible way, that they couldn't be bothered. As 
recipients of £250000 Lottery money, we thought their unwillingness 
to share publicly funded facilities was a bit rich, but there you go.   
 
So, Burwain members and their boats duly arrived at East Lancs 
SC, we raced every week and just as importantly, the Sailfish Club 
continued meet and flourish through to the end of the season. How 
good is that? 
 
It rather surprised us at first that so few of their members took part in 
ñourò racing programme, but East Lancs is a different type of club to 
ours, in that the accent is on family cruising and training rather than 
racing.   
 
This makes for a relaxed friendly atmosphere and our thanks go to 
Jim, Pam, Nigel, Phil and many others who made us very welcome. 
We are still working out how to repay them properly. 

STARBOARD!!!!! 
OOPS!! 

                         December 2009 

Our Lottery Grant 

The club obtained an Awards for All lottery grant in June . Our pro-
posal, accepted by the powers that be, was to provide a new safety 
boat and dinghies for the Sailfish Club. 
 
For next season we will have a new bright orange Rigiflex safety 
boat with steering console.  It will be powered by a 20hp Tohatsu 
outboard.  The boat will carry up to five people and is manufactured 
of ñrotomouldedò plastic, so is very strong and virtually unsinkable. 
 
We have also ordered two new race prepared Toppers to add to our 
current fleet.  New Toppers are ñcentre mainò boats rather than 
ñtransom mainò.  Most modern dinghies are centre main configured 
and teaching kids in transom main boats gives us problems.  Our 
existing Toppers are transom main boats (see photo below!) and we 
hope to convert them before the start of the 2010 season.  
 
We are actively seeking further funding, so watch this space. 



AGM  Highlights 

The AGM was held at the Clubhouse on 
Sunday 29th November. 
 
Normal business was completed with the usual effi-
ciency, accounts and officers reports etc. 
 
The proposal to bring the clubs membership catego-
ries more in line with our current membership was 
held pending the correction of errors and omissions. 
It is anticipated that this will be resubmitted to mem-
bers at a special meeting to be called on Friday 15th 
January 2010. 
 
All 2009 Officers were duly re-elected for the 2010 
season. 
 
The most important business was held to the end of 
the meeting...The bar re -opened. Hurrah!  

0ÁÒÔÙ ÏÎ $ÕÄÅȟ ÉÔȭÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓÓÓÓȦ   

Maria & Nicola organised a 
fabulous night of food, 

friendship & dancing (with 
the odd drink or three) & 

special award award cere-
mony (Thanks Peter) at 
The Moorcocké.. 

whilst the kids were enter-
tained by Maria & her 
helpers, plus special 

guest at the club!  
Two parties,  

two successes!  

Ȱ)ȭÍ ÈÏÐÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÏÕÔ ÓÁÉÌÉÎÇ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȱ -  

JAN 2009>>>>>>>>> Iôve had the boat 2 years. I thought itôll be a new direction and the Learn to Sail course was  
    brilliant, so getting my own boat was the natural next step. I canôt believe Iôve only been in it  
    twice.   Iôll really go for it this year. 
 
3 MONTHS LATER>> Iôve looked out of the window at the leaves on the trees.  There appears to be no wind at   
    all.  Perfect.  Wind means trouble. Iôll take the boat out tonight, itôs cruising night. Must   
    phone Dave. 
     Iôm sure heôll come along. 
 
FRIDAY 4PM>>>>>> Bugger, Dave canôt make it! Still no wind, good, Iôll go anyway. 
 
FRIDAY 6.30PM>>>> Umm, windôs picked up a bit. Maybe Iôll give it a miss. Itôs ok with someone who knows what  
    theyôre doing, but there may be no-one there to go out with me and Iôm not sure I fancy it in  
    this wind..... 
 

Does this sound like you? >>> 

The loneliness of the twenty four hour 
mariner.  The Burwain GP 14 and unknown 

crew, Southport 2009. 
About 3.00am. 

Winter Highlights 

Fri 15 January   Extraordinary General Meeting 
 

Fri 22 January Sailfish bowling night at AMF, Burnley 
 

Fri   5 February  Rules & Tactics Quiz Night 
 

Sun 28 February  Club Prize giving and Buffet 
 

PLUS NEW EVENT  FOR 2010 ADVANCE NOTICE 

 
Spring Regatta 20/21 March with Saturday night bash 

If you want to break through the getting started barrier, phone  
Peter Norcliffe, Peter Dewhurst or Patrick Hamilton  and weôll help 

arrange some practical help.  
 

Alongside the Sailfish Club on Friday nights we can join you in your 
own boat or a Club GP14 with needed therapy.  

Come on err 
...who is it ? 


